
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Public Works Committee 

Meeting Agenda 

May 10, 2021 5:30 p.m. 

City Council Chambers – Thurber Building  

1. May 10, 2021 / 5:30 p.m. City Council Chambers Thurber 

Community Building 

 

2. Consider offer to purchase a portion of Lot 1, Block 4, Fingerson & 

Donahoe First Subdivision. 

 

3. Consider additional information regarding the Mill Creek Dug-out Project. 

 

4. S.C.S.: 

A. Pick up Truck Information – Street and Water departments. 

B. Consider future of Kernza planting on city property. 

C. Mill & Overlay Proposal 

 

 

 



Public Works Committee Meeting                                             April 12, 2021 
 
Members Present:  Councilors Paul Novotny & Mike Urban 
Members Absent:  None 
Others Present:  Beth Carlson & Brian Burkholder. 

 
 
Pickup Truck Information – Equipment needed for park truck: The committee looked 
at three quotes for the dump body, tommy-dump gate, backpack, and plow. Staff is 
recommending the Crysteel option for the dump box, hitch and backpack storage options. 
These include heavier duty shelf slides. There are questions about the plow options that need 
to be looked at further. This will come back to committee next month. 
 
Gateway collector upgrade: The gateway collectors that are used for water meter reads 
need either replacement or upgrade due to Badger moving from 3G to LTE 4G. Making the 
switch to LTE 4G would require replacement of all four gateways. Upgrading our existing 
gateways from a cellular data connection to an installed internet connect is less expensive. 
Outlets will need to be installed on two of the poles holding collectors. The cellular charges 
per month per pole will go away and be replaced by an internet connection charge per 
month. 
 
Mill Overlay Proposal: The watermain abandonment is near completion and the alley 
needs bituminous replacement along with the alley behind the vet clinic and a portion of the 
alley behind Wit Boyz. An estimate from Rochester Sand & Gravel has been received to do a 
complete mill and then overlay on these areas. The alleys would be 4" total overlay and Mill 
Creek would be 2.5". The total for the estimate is under $77,000. The current overlay reserve 
budget is $103,000. The committee brought up a drainage issue by Wit Boyz that should be 
dealt with during the project. A suggestion was made that maybe all landowners should be 
contacted about possible drainage issues or other issues that could be addressed during the 
project. 
 
Sterling Plow Truck: The City of Wycoff has made an offer on our Sterling Plow Truck. 
The committee questioned if we could sell it outright to another city or is we have to sell it 
via auction. This question will be forwarded on to City Clerk Joel Young and possibly City 
Attorney Fred Suhler, Jr. 



 

                                                               
 

 
May 10, 2021 
To: Public Works Committee 
From: Chris Giesen, Community Development Coordinator 
RE: Enterprise Drive Purchase Offer 
 
 

Background 
Included in your packets is an offer from Jeffery O’Connor to purchase an 110’x260’ portion of Lot 1 Block 
4 in the Fingerson Donahoe 1st subdivision (1625 Enterprise Drive SE) for $28,314.   Closing is requested 
on 6/18/21.  This is a cash sale and not subject to any contingencies.   
 
Mr. O’Connor plans to build an office and warehouse facility for his construction company, Twin City 
Trimmers.  It would base a number of his office staff in Chatfield.   
 

Items for Consideration 
1. The price offered is the square foot price set for this lot, however, the buyer is requesting to 

purchase only a portion of the lot.  The lower per square foot price (relative to the other Enterprise 
Drive lots) reflects the presence of a utility easement on the western end of the lot.  The buyer is 
proposing to exclude the utility easement from the area purchased (see map in offer).   
 

2. Included in the offer are drawings of the proposed building to be constructed on the property.   
 

3. The lot price was set to include the costs of utilities stubbed into the lot.  Utilities are present in 
the street adjacent to the lot but if not the city would need to make such extensions into the lot 
to be purchased.   

 
Action Requested 

Review the offer to ensure that it is in good order and acceptable for a recommendation to city council. 
 
 

Chatfield Economic Development Authority 
Thurber Community Center - Chatfield Municipal Building 

 21 Second Street SE 

Chatfield, MN 55923 

Voice 507.867.1523  Fax 507.867.9093  

www.ci.chatfield.mn.us 



The information on this map was derived from public GIS databases.
Chatfield cannot accept any responsibility for errors, omissions, or positional accuracy.0 150 30075
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INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM  

TO:  Public Works Committee  

FROM:  Brian Burkholder, SCS 

SUBJECT: City Land/40 acres options 

DATE:  7/2/2020 

 

Action Requested: To discuss future plans for the Kernza plot on City land and also future 
plans for the additional 37 acres. 
  
Background: The cities 3 acres plus Paul’s 7 additional acres of Kernza will coming to an 
end after this year’s harvest.  
  We have been taking part in many Kernza meetings throughout the year on kernza options 
and have been thinking of what we will do with those acres in 2022 keeping in mind that 
these acres are in the DWSMA and keeping in mind on what is best for our DWSMA and 
soil erosion practices. Since the City of Chatfield and Paul are in this Kernza project 
together, we would like to come up with future together with the same ideas. 
  A couple option discussed is to (1)-eliminate the Kernza plot all together or (2) plant oil 
seed with beans in 2022 and potentially then potentially plant new Kernza in 2022 or 2023.                          
The city property would qualify for options through the Forever Green program with a few 
benefits being in the DWSMA. 
    
 
   
   
Thank you for your time, 
Brian Burkholder 
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