
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Public Works Committee 

Meeting Agenda 

February 8, 2021 5:30 p.m. 

City Council Chambers – Thurber Building  

1. February 8, 2021 / 5:30 p.m. City Council Chambers Thurber 

Community Building 

 

2. Consider Ag Lease for 2021 

 

3. S.C.S.: 

A. Pick up Truck Information 

B. Sidewalk Maintenance Plans 

 

 

 



Public Works Committee            November 9, 2020 
 
Members Present:  Councilors Paul Novotny and Mike Urban.   
Members Absent:  None 
Others Present:  Brian Burkholder, Chris Giesen, Craig Britton, Kay Coe, Ryan Priebe and Joel Young 
 
Pick-up Trucks: Brian Burkholder presented information regarding a truck for the parks department.  
Clements Chevrolet provided a proposal for a 1-ton 4x4 dual chassis 84” at a cost of $34,500.  Universal 
Equipment offered a stainless steel Henderson 9’ dump body, including a hoist, tommy gate – n – dump 
gate, pinto hitch and light package for $22,878.  Staff will update the capital goods replacement plan to 
determine the financial impact of purchasing a truck like this one rather than the model that would 
typically be purchased. 
 
Street Lights on Wisdom Lane: Burkholder provided three options for street lights to be placed on 
Wisdom Lane.  One is a 28’ tall wooden pole with a 12’ arm, a second option is a 25’ fiberglass pole with 
8’ arm and a third is a 20’ tall fiberglass pole with a decorative top.  The committee members thought 
the fiberglass poles would look nicer but are not as durable as a wooden pole.  Ultimately, the 
committee determined that the wood poles would be the option to pursue. 
 
2022 Water Project: Craig Britton provided a review of various improvements that might be included 
in a water improvement project in 2022.  There were a variety of improvements to wells, well houses, 
water reservoirs, etc., resulting in a cost of $952,000, which compared to the $871,000 included in the 
capital financial plan.  Staff will consult with Mike Bubany to determine how long bond proceeds can be 
held before spending them, and if it is possible to include a storm water improvement project in that 
same bond. 
 
2023 Street Project: Britton provided a review of potential street projects.  Improvements to Grand 
Street, Hawley and Prospect Streets would be approximately $2,243,000.  A mill and overlay project 
would cost $1,000,000, the West Chatfield storm project would cost $170,000 and a retaining wall 
project would cost approximately $80,000.  These improvements would cost a total of $3,500,000 which 
compares to the $1,400,000 that is included in the Bubany capital financial plan.  Staff will ask Bubany 
the significance of the dollar amount that was included in the plan.  Novotny explained that his thoughts 
were that a mill and overlay project would be paid for with the current mill and overlay budget rather 
than including those improvements with the Grand Street project. 
 
Public Works Site Acquisition: The Committee discussed the possibility of purchasing a commercial 
property on Twiford Street for the public works facility.  Concerns about the cost, how to fund the cost, 
and whether this would be a long term solution, or not.  Ultimately, it was determined that the property 
is not exactly the right fit so if the property sells before the City determines that it needs the property, 
that would be okay. 
 
Curb Stop: The committee reviewed curb stop requirements that are required by another city, 
which appeared to be exactly what might be needed in Chatfield, especially when placing the curb stop 
in an area surrounded by concrete.  Britton and Burkholder will develop specifications to be considered 
at a later date.    
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AGRICULTURAL LEASE  

 

 This agreement entered into this 1st day of January, 2021, by and between the City of 

Chatfield, a Minnesota municipal corporation (“City”) and Schoenfelder Farms a partnership 

organized under the laws of the State of Minnesota (“Schoenfelder”),  

 

 It is agreed between the parties as follows: 

 

1. Term.  For the annual payment by Schoenfelder to City of the sum of $175 per acre, or 

$7,000.00 per year, City demises and leases to Schoenfelder the property for the term of 

January 1, 2020 to December 31, 2020.  Payment is due April 1, 2021. 

2. In order to properly maintain the newly created storm water structures, no tillage will 

take place closer than ten (10) feet from the front of the structures and a thirty (30) foot 

clear radius will be maintained around the drain pipes on both retention ponds. 

 

2.  Use.  During the period that this lease, or any extension thereof is in effect, Schoenfelder, or 

its agents or assigns, shall be permitted to use the property for agricultural purposes, or a use 

consistent with agricultural pursuits. Schoenfelder shall be required during the term of this lease 

to use and maintain the property in a manner that minimizes the uncontrolled drainage of surface 

water, erosion of soil and the growth of noxious weeds, and is consistent with good agricultural 

practices.. 

 

3.  Termination Prior to December 31 of a Given Year. Notwithstanding the provisions of  ¶ 1 

herein, City may terminate this lease at any time prior to the end of its term by giving 

Schoenfelder 30 days written prior notice of termination.  Provided, that if City does so 

subsequent to October 1, of a given year and Schoenfelder has invested labor and other inputs in 

preparation for cultivating a crop on the property during the remainder of or a renewed term of 

the lease, City shall reimburse Schoenfelder the reasonable value of such labor and other inputs 

expended. Provided further, if such early termination of the lease occurs at a time when a crop is 

under cultivation (but not yet harvested) on the property by Schoenfelder, City, at its option may: 

(a) permit Schoenfelder to harvest said crop within a reasonable period of time, notwithstanding 

termination of the lease; or, (b) pay to Schoenfelder the reasonable value of the crop that would 

have been harvested but for the termination of the early termination of the lease.          

 

 

Schoenfelder Farms     City of Chatfield 

 

By                        By 

 

______________________________  ______________________________ 

(Title)       Mayor 

 

 

By       Attest: 
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______________________________  ______________________________ 

(Title)       City Clerk 
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