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C I T I Z E N  A L E R T  S Y S T E M –  C U R R E N T L Y  U N A V A I L A B L E  

The sms text alert system that we were using to send messages about snow emergencies 
is currently unavailable.  Please do not park on the streets if snow is in the forecast.  We 

apologize for this disruption in service.   

Be on the look out for notification and details about the new system that is being implemented.  
Olmsted County offers the City of Chatfield the courtesy of accessing their emergency management 

system. 

The City makes every 
effort to keep the 
streets clean and safe 
during the winter.  The 
best way that resi-

dents can help is to remove vehi-
cles and  trailers from city streets 
before the plows come by.  
Please, if it is about to snow, 

move your vehicles off the street. 

In order to allow residents to 
make the most use of the streets 
as possible, the City Council has 
chosen not to require even-odd 
parking or to totally prohibit park-
ing during the winter months.  
Instead, residents are allowed to 
use the streets all winter long but 
vehicles must not be left in the 
way of the snowplow.  If a plow 
driver must plow around a vehi-
cle, a ticket may be issued.    
While it might seem difficult to 
anticipate when the plows might 
go out, this is the only way to 
allow the most use of the streets 
as possible.  If it is about to snow, 
please, move your vehicles off the 

street. 

Sidewalks need to be cleared as 
quickly and completely as possi-
ble, after a snowfall (within 24 
hours).   Please re-
spect the safety of 
your neighbors and 
keep the sidewalks 
clear.       

Please help the fire department 
do their job by clearing snow 
away from fire hydrants.  If you 
have a hydrant on or near your 
property please clear a 3 foot 
path around the hydrant and 
shovel a path to the street.  It’s 
critical that firefighters have im-
mediate access to water when 
they arrive to save time and po-

tentially save lives and property.   

C I T Y  D R I N K I N G  W A T E R  &  N I T R A T E  I N F O R M A T I O N  

Nitrate levels have been in the 

news lately.  Following is some 

information about our drinking wa-

ter system that might be helpful. 

BACKGROUND  

INFORMATION FROM THE  

MN DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 

Nitrate occurs naturally and at safe 

and healthy levels in some foods 

(e.g. spinach and carrots) and 

comes from natural processes, like 

plant decay.  Nitrate is in many 

fertilizers used on yards, golf cours-

es, and crops.  Other sources of 

nitrate include discharge from sew-

age systems and animal wastes. 

Natural processes can cause low 

levels of nitrate in drinking water—

usually less than 3 mg/L.  The 

health concern is with levels of 

nitrate over 10/mg/L.  High levels 

of nitrate in water can be from run-

off or leakage from fertilized soil, 

wastewater, landfills, animal feed-

lots, septic systems, or urban drain-

age. 

COMMUNITY PUBLIC WATER 

SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS 

Public water systems are required 

to regularly test for nitrate and 

make sure levels meet the EPA 

standard.  

Chatfield has 2 wells.  The nitrate 

level in one of wells is 1.9 mg/L 

and is tested annually.  The nitrate 

level in the other well is 4.6 mg/L.  

This well is tested 5 times a year.  

The level of nitrate detected in our 

system is routinely made available 

in the water quality report (also 

known as a Consumer Confidence 

Report) which is available on the 

website (Public Works / Water De-

partment / Water Reports). 

Chatfield is very active with our 

Well head protection program work-

ing with Minnesota Dept. of Ag, MN 

Dept. of Health, U of M extension 

program (Forever Green Program), 

Olmsted and Fillmore County Soil 

and Water Conservation, and MN 

Rural Water Association.  

Other activities that have been 

accomplished to protect the com-

munity water supply include; seal-

ing 28 unused wells in our Drinking 

Water Supply Management Area 

(DWSMA) and planting 25 acres of 

cropland in Kernza or Winter Came-

lina to help reduce nitrate leaching.   

The City of Chatfield has earned  

awards for the efforts to protect our 

public water system.  The Minneso-

ta Rural Water Association and 

Minnesota Department of Health 

presented the Source Water Protec-

tion award to Chatfield for recogniz-

ing the importance and value of 

source water protection, and for 

showing long term commitment, 

initiative, leadership and participa-

tion in activities which resulted in 

protection or improvement of 

source water.   The University of 

Minnesota’s Local Government 

Innovation Award was earned for 

partnering with the Forever Green 

Initiative, Mn Rural Water Associa-

tion, a private farmer, and General 

Mills to develop a model to protect 

the water supply from nitrate con-

tamination. 

Councilor Novotny is a great source 

of information about the Forever 

Green program and  has been fea-

tured in a couple news stories on 

this topic; 

•  “Tackling the ‘big brown spot’: 

Keeping fields in living cover 

could be a path to reducing ni-

trate” is featuring  these efforts 

and is available on the  

mprnews.org website and 

• “Meet Paul Novotny, Continuous 

Living Cover farmer, steward & 

community leader” on umn.edu 

These links are included in the 

news story on the City’s website. 

We are proud of our Public Works 

Staff and Elected Officials for their 

commitment to the safety of our 

drinking water. 

Additional information is also avail-

able  from the Minnesota Depart-

m e n t  o f  H e a l t h   

www.health.state.mn.us—search 

Nitrate in Drinking Water . 

SNOW REMOVAL FROM  
FIRE HYDRANTS 



L I B R A R Y  H O U R S  

MAYOR 
John McBroom (507) 867-1500 
mayormcbroom@ci.chatfield.mn.us 

COUNCIL MEMBERS 

Paul Novotny       (507) 867-1535 
councilornovotny@ci.chatfield.mn.us 

Mike Urban (507) 867-1536 
councilorurban@ci.chatfield.mn.us 

Josh Broadwater (507) 867-1533 
councilorbroadwater@ci.chatfield.mn.us 

Pam Bluhm (507) 867-1532 
councilorbluhm@ci.chatfield.mn.us 

Dave Frank (507) 867-1534 
councilorfrank@ci.chatfield.mn.us 

E L E C T E D   

O F F I C I A L S  

CITY CALENDAR 

Tue.    10:00am - 6:30pm 

Wed.  10:00am - 6:30pm 

Thur.  10:00am - 8:30pm 

Fri.       9:00am - 5:00pm 

Sat.      9:00am - 2:00pm 

507-867-3480 

Storytime every 1st and 3rd 

Tuesday at 10:30am.  If school 

is cancelled due to weather, 

then so is Storytime. 
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