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The Stormwater Improvement project that started last year is on 

track to come to a close later this summer.  The project includes 

drainage improvements in West Chatfield and in the area of 

Bench Street, between 6th and 7th Streets.  While the Bench Street 

improvements were completed last year, the West Chatfield im-

provements will be completed this summer. 

Approximately $300,000 of improvements were made to the 

south water reservoir last year, which included work on the interior 

and exterior of the tank.  This year, the electrical portion of the 

project will be completed by installing generators at the wells/

booster station.  The generators will make the drinking water system more dependable and 

resilient.  

The 2023 Street Improvement Project is slated to being around July 10th, depending on the 

weather and availability of materials.  The project will replace antiquated water and sewer 

pipes in the Grand, Hawley and Prospect Street area, will add stormwater management 

capabilities and will improve streets in the area.  The reconstruction project will cost ap-

proximately $1,759,000. 
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CITY BOND RATING—AA STABLE 

In preparation for the sale of bonds to fund the 2023 Street Improvement Project, an anal-

ysis of the City’s fiscal capability was conducted by Standard & Poors Global Ratings (S&P) 

and the result was a re-affirmation of an AA rating with a Stable outlook.  This positions the 

City to sell bonds at very competitive interest rates compared with others which have a low-

er rating.  S&P cited the City’s strong management, sound budgeting practices and high 

general fund reserves as their primary rationale for this favorable rating. 

CITY  ADMINISTRATOR S EARCH 

The City’s search for its next city administrator attracted 18 initial applications, which has 

since been narrowed down to four finalists.  Joshua Johnsen has been employed by the 

City of Rochester the past four years, after working at Olmsted County for 9+ years  He  is 

currently the Strategic Initiatives Director at the City of Rochester.  Nick Koverman currently 

serves as the Community Development Director at the SE MN Multi-County HRA.  Prior, he 

served as the City Administrator in St. Charles for 15 years.  Michele Peterson has been 

serving as the City Administrator/Clerk at the City of Lanesboro for the past 8 years, where 

she has been employed for 12 years.  She also serves the City of Whalen.  Stephen Sarvi 

most recently served as the City Manager at Winona for 5 years.  Prior to that time, he 

served as city administrator at Rushford, Victoria and Watertown over a 14 year peri-

od.  Interviews will be conducted on July 12th, to determine who will replace Joel Young, 

who will retire from that position in mid-July. 
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City Calendar—July 2023 

Free Lunches at the Library 
for Youth 

Pick up at the library on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 

11am-12:30pm or until gone.   

June 6th—Aug. 31st 

Provided by Community Vol-
unteers, Sunshine Foods, and 

Root River State Bank. 

Denise Pagel, Community 
Coordinator, 507-273-3188 

Find further event details at www.ci.chatfield.mn.us 


