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Over recent months, the City Council has been discussing the method by which trash and recycling ma-
terials should be collected in town.  This is a subject that comes under review periodically, with the most 
recent review taking place in 2017.   

The City started using specially marked bags more than thirty years ago as the bag system encourages 
recycling and allows residents some control over the cost of their garbage bill. In other words, the less 
garbage one generates, the fewer bags needed and less cost is incurred.  While the bag system has 
proven effective in that regard, there are reasons that cause a certain number of residents to prefer a 
more standard cart system, whereby each resident would be provided with one cart for recycling mate-
rials and another cart for trash.  Given that there are lots of people who prefer bags and lots of people 
who prefer carts, the City Council revisits the issue periodically, as is the case this year. 

As one might imagine, there are lots of details associated with changing a system from the use of bags 
to the use of carts and, to the extent possible, the City would like to anticipate those details in ad-
vance.  Regarding carts, for instance, the City Council is discussing whether each residence should be 
provided with the same size cart or if each resident should choose the size they prefer.  If residents are 
given a choice, a determination needs to be made regarding the various sizes that would be made avail-
able, how that choice would be made, etc. 

Another issue is that of alley pick-up, as certain conditions such as power lines might prohibit the use of 
an automated truck in certain alleys.  If that is the case, those residents would need to take their carts 
to the front curb instead of behind their garage, which would be an inconvenience to those people.   At 
the time of this writing, it’s not known if that condition exists and, if so, how many residents would be 
affected so more information needs to be developed on that point.  Along a similar line, since an auto-
mated truck can only pick up items that fit into a cart, there is a discussion about how other bulky items 
will be collected and what impact, if any, would be made on the annual city-wide clean-up service. 

The City Council is also considering the cost of the cart system versus the bag system, as it appears that 
the use of carts will increase costs for most residents in the community.  Finally, for this article anyway, 
the City Council is considering the fact that the bag system is relatively unique and, due to labor and 
other issues, might not be sustainable for many more years to come. 

The primary point of this article is to assure residents that the City Council is making its best effort to 
assure that trash and recycling materials are picked up in a fashion that is as efficient and acceptable as 
possible.  In order to explore these issues more thoroughly, the City Council’s Committee of the Whole 
is scheduled to discuss this at their meeting on June 27th.  No final decisions have been made at this 
time. 
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Commercial lots on Enterprise Drive SE (formerly called Industrial Drive) are avail-
able for development.  Rebates up to $44,200 are available. 

There are eight lots to choose from  (it may be possible to combine lots).  Lot sizes 
range from about 21,000 square feet to 36,000 square feet. 

This area lends itself well to trade shops, warehousing, distribution, or similar 
business uses.  Call or e-mail Chris with the Economic Development Authority for more information  
cgiesen@ci.chatfield.mn.us or 507-867-3810.  Please help spread the word.   
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