
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Public Works Committee 

Meeting Agenda 

November 8, 2021 5:30 p.m. 

City Council Chambers – Thurber Building  

1. November 8, 2021 / 5:30 p.m. City Council Chambers Thurber 

Community Building 

 

2. Consider Offer to purchase Enterprise Drive property 

 

3. 2022 Water Project. 

A. Consider proposal to add 7th Street Waterway improvements to project 

 

4. Discuss policy/practice regarding how to charge fees for digging in the 

street, whether that should apply to residents or contractors working in the 

right of way for commercial purposes. 

 

5. Burr Oak area waterway 

 

6. Dog Pound Roof 

 

7. Consider gate valve replacements 

 

8. Proposal for Traffic Engineering Services – Twiford Street Traffic Review 

 

 

 



Public Works Committee Meeting                                            October 11, 2021 
 
Members Present:  Councilor Mike Urban 
Members Absent:  Councilor Paul Novotny 
Others Present:  Chris Giesen, Shane Fox, Craig Britton, Joel Young & Brian Burkholder. 

 
2022 Water Improvement Project: Britton described the scope of the project as listed in 
the agenda packet, noting that most of the items come from the KLM proposal, plus 
generators and a SCADA system. 
 
The cost of Design and Construction Observation for the OTR Tank and the South 
Reservoir is estimated at $120,030. 
 
The cost of Design and Construction Observation for the OTR Ground Reservoir is 
estimated at $37,030. 
 
The cost of Design and Construction Observation for the Well #2, VFD and Generators for 
Well #2 and Booster Pump Station is estimated at $120,030. 
 
The cost of Design and Construction Observation for the SCADA system for Wells #2 and 
#3 is estimated at $120,030.  All fees will be billed on an hourly basis. 
 
Next step is to approve the scope of work and proposed engineering fees, after which the 
engineers will continue to work with public works staff to further develop the project.  The 
goal will be to get the project out for bids in January. 
 
Twiford Street Traffic Study:  Widseth has asked SSTS to complete the study, which is 
estimated at a cost of $8,100 plus any cost associated with meeting attendance, if that is 
needed.  The study will include Twiford Street from Division Street to Third Street, along 
with Main Street intersections.  Member Urban suggested that this issue be tabled to next 
month for discussion by the full committee membership. 
 
Grapple for Front End Loader: Burkholder reported that he had secured three 
different proposals for a grapple, each of which operate slightly differently.  One qluote was 
for a bucket with grapple at a cost of $15,500.  A second quote was for a demolition style 
grapple at a cost of $19,500 and a third option is at a cost of $8,300.  After looking at the 
various models, Burkholder said that the $8,300 option is the option that best meets the 
needs of the City, given the kind of work that is anticipated. 
 
Member Urban suggested that Novotny might be leaning toward the $19,000 unit and Urban 
was leaning toward an option that would be helpful after storms.  Ultimately, Urban pointed 
out that the employees might be in a better position to gauge what is needed and said he 
would support the $8,300 option. 
 
Water & Sewer Hook-up Fees – Apartment Buildings: Review the current fee 
schedule and note that apartment buildings are a bit more cost effective because they do not 
require as much pipe per residence as a single family residence.  Note the importance of 
getting monthly user fees so hook-up fees shouldn’t be excessive. 



 
Parkland Dedication Fees – Apartment Buildings: Consider on-site amenities 
such as trails and pedestrian paths that would allow residents and non-residents of the  
building to stay off of Twiford Street. 
 



 

                                                               
 

 
November 8, 2021 
To: Chatfield City Council & Public Works Committee 
From: Chris Giesen, EDA 
RE: Enterprise Drive Purchase Offer 
 
 

Background 
We have received a purchase offer from Paul and Lee Novotny for a portion of Lot 1 Block 4 of the 
Fingerson Donahoe subdivision along Enterprise Drive.  This is the long narrow lot behind Strongwell.  
Closing is proposed for January 31, 2022.   
 
The price offered is $0.99 per square foot, depending on the actual size of the lot from Hillside Drive to 
the end of the pavement (past the MN Energy Building) on Enterprise Drive.  This area is estimated to be 
about 45,000 square feet based on GIS.   
 
In a negotiation with a previous prospect, the public works committee found it agreeable to sell this same 
area because it would save additional infrastructure costs as well as potential future questions regarding 
the undeveloped portion of the lot.  The committee was also agreeable to providing water and sanitary 
sewer service connections at no cost to the buyer, provided the buyer pay the survey and lot split costs.  
When at that time the offer didn’t move forward, the committee was agreeable to utilizing the same offer 
and conditions for other prospective buyers.   
 
The offer received matches the terms the public works committee previously found agreeable.   
 
All other terms of the sale have been met.   
 

Action Requested 
1. The public works committee should discuss the offer again and make a recommendation to install 

water and sewer services to the lot, on advice of the public works department and city engineer. 
 

2. Assuming the committee makes a positive recommendation, the city council should review and 
consider approval of the offer.   

 
 

Chatfield Economic Development Authority 
Thurber Community Center - Chatfield Municipal Building 

 21 Second Street SE 

Chatfield, MN 55923 

Voice 507.867.1523  Fax 507.867.9093  

www.ci.chatfield.mn.us 
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NONRESIDENTIAL PURCHASE AGREEMENT 
 

 
Received of Paul Novotny and Lee Novotny the sum of One Thousand and no/100 ($1,000.00) 
Dollars in the form of cash as earnest money and in part payment for the purchase of 1625 
Enterprise Drive SE, Chatfield, Minnesota and legally described as follows: 
 

Approximately 45,000 square feet of Lot 4, Block 1, Fingerson & Donahoe First Addition, 
to the City of Chatfield, Fillmore County, Minnesota.  Survey to govern. 
 
PIN:  Part of 26.0673.000. 

 
together with the following personal property:  None. 
 
all of which property the undersigned has this day sold to Buyer for the sum of Forty-Five 
Thousand and no/100 DOLLARS ($45,000.00), which Buyer agrees to pay in the following 
manner: 

Earnest money herein paid to Seller and the remaining price in cash, on or before January 
31, 2022 the date of Closing. 

Said purchase price shall be adjusted to be an amount equal to $0.99 per square foot as 
surveyed. 
 

1) DEED/MARKETABLE TITLE: Subject to performance by Buyer, Seller agrees to execute 
and deliver a Warranty Deed conveying marketable title to the property subject only to 
the following exceptions: 

a. building and zoning laws, ordinances, State and Federal regulations;  
b. restrictions relating to use or improvement of the premises without effective 

forfeiture provision; 
c. reservation of any minerals or mineral rights to the State of Minnesota;  
d. utility and drainage easements which do not interfere with present 

improvements; 
e. rights of tenants as follows: 

2) REAL ESTATE TAXES: Real estate taxes due and payable in the year of closing shall be 
prorated between Seller and Buyer on a calendar year basis to the actual date of closing 
unless otherwise provided in this Purchase Agreement. Real estate taxes payable in the 
years prior to closing shall be paid by Seller. Real estate taxes payable in the years 
subsequent to closing shall be paid by Buyer. 

3) SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS: 

a. SELLER SHALL PAY on the date of closing all installments of special assessments 
certified for payment with the real estate taxes due and payable in the year of 
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closing. 

b. SELLER SHALL PAY all other special assessments levied as of the date of this 
Agreement. 

c. SELLER SHALL PAY special assessments after the date of this Purchase 
Agreement and before the date of closing, Buyer may, at Buyer's option: (a) 
assume payment of the pending special assessment without adjustment to the 
purchase price; or (b) require Seller to pay the pending special assessment (or 
escrow for payment of same a sum equal to 1 1/2 times the projected pending 
assessment) and Buyer shall pay a commensurate increase in the purchase price 
of the property, which increase shall be the same as the estimated amount of 
the assessment; or (c) declare this Purchase Agreement terminated by written 
notice to Seller or licensee representing or assisting Seller. If Buyer terminates 
this Purchase Agreement, Buyer and Seller shall immediately sign a cancellation 
of purchase agreement directing all earnest money paid hereunder to be 
refunded to Buyer.  

 
d. SELLER SHALL PAY on date of closing any deferred real estate taxes (e.g. Green 

Acres) or special assessments, payment of which is required as a result of the 
closing of this sale. 
 

4) PRORATIONS: Nothing shall be prorated except as expressly provided herein. 

5) DAMAGES TO REAL PROPERTY: If there is any loss or damage to the property between 
the date hereof and the date of closing, for any reason, the risk of loss shall be on Seller. 
If the property is destroyed or substantially damaged before the closing, this Purchase 
Agreement shall terminate, at Buyer's option, if Buyer gives written notice to Seller or 
licensee representing or assisting Seller of such termination within thirty (30) days of the 
damage. Upon said termination, Buyer and Seller shall immediately sign a cancellation 
of purchase agreement directing all earnest money paid hereunder to be refunded 
Buyer. 

6) EXAMINATION OF TITLE:  Within a reasonable time after acceptance of this agreement:   

a. Within a reasonable time after acceptance of this agreement Seller shall provide 
one of the following title evidence options, at Seller’s selection, which shall 
include proper searches covering bankruptcies, state and federal judgments, and 
liens, and levied and pending special assessments to Buyer or Buyer’s designated 
title service provider: 

i. A commitment of an owner’s policy of title insurance on a current ALTA form 
issued by an insurer licensed to write insurance in Minnesota as selected by 
Buyer.  Seller shall be responsible for the title search and exam costs related 
to the commitment.  Buyer shall be responsible for all additional costs 
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related to the issuance of the title insurance policy(ies), including but not 
limited to the premium(s), Buyer’s name search, and plat drawing, if any.  
Seller shall deliver any abstract of title and a copy of any owner’s title 
insurance policy for the Property, if in Seller’s possession or control, to Buyer 
or Buyer’s designated title service provider.  Any abstract of title or owner’s 
title insurance policy shall be immediately returned to Seller, or licensee 
representing or assisting Seller, upon cancellation of this Purchase 
Agreement. 

ii. An abstract of title certified to date if Abstract Property or a Registered 
Property Abstract (“RPA”) certified to date if Registered (Torrens) Property.  
Seller shall pay for the abstracting or RPA costs and deliver any abstract for 
this Property in Seller’s possession or control to Buyer or Buyer’s designated 
title service provider.  Any abstract shall be immediately returned to Seller, 
or licensee representing or assisting Seller, upon cancellation of this Purchase 
Agreement.  If Property is abstract and Seller does not have an abstract of 
title, Option I will automatically apply unless otherwise agreed. 

b. Buyer shall have thirty (30) business days after receipt of the abstract of title or 
owner’s title insurance policy for examination of the title and the making of any 
objections thereto, such objections to be made in writing or deemed to have 
been waived. If any objections are so made, the Seller shall have One Hundred 
Twenty (120) days to make the title marketable. Pending correction of the title, 
payment under this contract shall be postponed, but on correction of the title 
and within ten (10) days after written notice to the Buyer, the parties, including 
the Buyer, shall perform this agreement according to its terms. 

c. If the title is found marketable or is made marketable within the time above 
limited, and the Buyer shall default in any of the agreements contained in this 
instrument, then and in that case Seller may terminate this contract and upon 
such termination all payments made upon this contract shall be retained by the 
Seller as liquidated damages, time being of the essence. This provision shall not 
deprive either party of the right of specific performance of the contract, 
provided that any legal action for specific performance shall be commenced 
within six months after the right of action shall arise.  

7) POSSESSION: Seller shall deliver possession of the property on the date of Closing. 

8) REPRESENTATIONS AND WARRANTIES: Not Applicable. 

9) TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE FOR ALL PROVISIONS OF THIS CONTRACT. 

10) SELLER CERTIFIES THAT SELLER DOES NOT KNOW OF A PRIVATE SEWER SYSTEM ON OR 
SERVING THE PROPERTY: (If answer is DOES, see Private Sewer System Disclosure.) 
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11) SELLER CERTIFIES THAT SELLER DOES NOT KNOW OF ANY WELLS ON OR SERVING THE 
PROPERTY. (If answer is DOES, see Well Disclosure Statement. 

12) FOREIGN INVESTMENT IN REAL PROPERTY TAX ACT:  Section 1445 of the Internal 
Revenue Code provides that a transferee (“Buyer”) of a United States property interest 
must be notified in writing and must withhold tax if the transferor (“Seller”) is a foreign 
person and no exception from FIRPTA withholding apply.  Buyer and sell agree to 
comply with FIRPTA requirements.  Seller shall represent and warrant, under penalties 
of perjury, whether Seller is a “foreign person”, as defined within FIRPTA, prior to 
closing.  Any representations made by Seller with respect to this issue shall survive the 
closing and delivery of the deed. 

13) ADDENDA. Attached is ____ Addenda (um) which is made a part of this Purchase 
Agreement. 

14) MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS. 

a. Survival. All of the warranties, representations and covenants of this Agreement 
shall survive and be enforceable after the closing. 

b. Entire Agreement; Modification. This Purchase Agreement constitutes the 
complete agreement between the parties and supersedes any prior oral or 
written agreements between the parties regarding the property.  There are no 
verbal agreements that change this Purchase Agreement and no waiver of any of 
its terms will be effective unless in writing executed by the parties. 

c. Successors and Assigns. If this Purchase Agreement is assigned, all provisions of 
this Purchase Agreement shall be binding on successors and assigns. 

d. Buyer shall be responsible for the costs of completing a Certificate of Survey 
which is required as part of this transaction as a tax parcel split will occur. 

e. Seller shall install sanitary sewer and city water services to the parcel described 
herein.  Said installation shall be at the sole cost of Seller.  Closing shall not 
occur until these utilities are installed unless otherwise agreed in writing. 

15) ACCEPTANCE DEADLINE.  This offer to purchase, unless accepted sooner, shall be null 

and void at 11:59 p.m., December 17, 2021, and in such event all earnest money shall be 
refunded to Buyer. 
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ACCEPTED BY THE PARTIES: 
 
Buyer:   
 
Date: ____________________ ____________________________________ 
 Paul Novotny 
 
Date:  ___________________ ____________________________________ 
 Lee Novotny 
  
Seller:   
 
Date: ____________________ ____________________________________ 
 Russ Smith, Mayor 
 
Date: ____________________ ____________________________________ 
 Joel Young, City Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
THIS IS A LEGALLY BINDING CONTRACT. IF NOT UNDERSTOOD, SEEK COMPETENT ADVICE. 
 



Hill Street Drainage Improvements

West Chatfield Engineer's Estimate 11/3/2021

West Chatfield Stormwater Improvements - Proposed Storm Sewer Along Hill Street and Hawkeye Street SW

BID NO. ITEM

TOTAL 

QTY UNIT UNIT PRICE TOTAL COST

1 Mobilization 1 LS 5,000.00$         5,000.00$           

2 Clearing and Grubbing 1 LS 2,500.00$         2,500.00$           

3 Remove Bituminous Pavement 1212 Sq Yd 5.25$                 6,363.00$           

4 Remove Storm Sewer 110 Lin Ft 10.00$               1,100.00$           

5 Common Borrow 140 Cu Yd 19.50$               2,730.00$           

6 Bituminous Pavement (3.5") 230 Ton 110.00$            25,300.00$         

7 Connect to Existing Storm Sewer 1 Each 750.00$            750.00$              

8 Construct Drainage Structure Design 48-4020 8 Each 3,350.00$         26,800.00$         

9 18" RC  Apron with Safety Grate 3 Each 1,650.00$         4,950.00$           

10 24" RC  Apron with Safety Grate 1 Each 2,600.00$         2,600.00$           

11 18" RC  Pipe Sewer Des 3006 CL III 935 Lin Ft 68.00$               63,580.00$         

12 24" RC  Pipe Sewer Des 3006 CL III 30 Lin Ft 95.00$               2,850.00$           

13 Random Rip Rap Class III 12 Cu Yd 65.00$               780.00$              

14 Silt Fence, Type Heavy Duty 550 Lin Ft 2.75$                 1,512.50$           

15 Seed / Mulch 1.00 Acre 2,500.00$         2,500.00$           

16 Erosion Control Blanket 1180 Sq Yd 2.25$                 2,655.00$           

17 Erosion Control Supervisor 1 LS 2,000.00$         2,000.00$           

Total Estimated Construction Cost 153,970.50$      

Engineering, Admininstration and Contingencies (25%) 38,492.63$         

Estimated Project Total 192,463.13$      











Proposed Stormwater Improvements

South of Bench Street - Between 6th Street SW and 7th Street SW Engineer's Estimate 11/3/2021

Segment A - Proposed work includes installing 30" RCP Storm Sewer in the Existing Drainage Swale

BID NO. ITEM

TOTAL 

QTY UNIT UNIT PRICE TOTAL COST

1 Mobilization 1 LS 2,500.00$         2,500.00$           

2 Clearing and Grubbing 1 LS 1,500.00$         1,500.00$           

3 Common Borrow 380 Cu Yd 19.50$              7,410.00$           

4 Connect to Existing Storm Sewer 2 Each 750.00$            1,500.00$           

5 Construct Drainage Structure Design 60-4020 3 Each 4,200.00$         12,600.00$        

6 30" RC  Pipe Sewer Des 3006 CL III 310 Lin Ft 105.00$            32,550.00$        

7 Silt Fence, Type Heavy Duty 435 Lin Ft 2.75$                1,196.25$           

8 Seed / Mulch 0.50 Acre 2,500.00$         1,250.00$           

9 Erosion Control Blanket 850 Sq Yd 2.25$                1,912.50$           

10 Erosion Control Supervisor 1 LS 1,500.00$         1,500.00$           

Total Estimated Construction Cost 63,918.75$        

Engineering, Admininstration and Contingencies (25%) 15,979.69$        

Estimated Project Total Between 6th St SW and 7th St SW 79,898.44$        

South of 7th Street SW 

Segment B - Proposed work includes installing 30" RCP Storm Sewer in the Ex Drainage Swale (24" HDPE Remains)

BID NO. ITEM

TOTAL 

QTY UNIT UNIT PRICE TOTAL COST

1 Mobilization 1 LS 2,500.00$         2,500.00$           

2 Clearing and Grubbing 1 LS 3,000.00$         3,000.00$           

3 Common Borrow 180 Cu Yd 19.50$              3,510.00$           

4 Connect to Existing Storm Sewer 2 Each 750.00$            1,500.00$           

5 Construct Drainage Structure Design 60-4020 2 Each 4,200.00$         8,400.00$           

6 30" RC  Pipe Sewer Des 3006 CL III 55 Lin Ft 105.00$            5,775.00$           

7 Silt Fence, Type Heavy Duty 120 Lin Ft 2.75$                330.00$              

8 Seed / Mulch 0.25 Acre 2,500.00$         625.00$              

9 Erosion Control Blanket 650 Sq Yd 2.25$                1,462.50$           

10 Erosion Control Supervisor 1 LS 1,500.00$         1,500.00$           

Total Estimated Construction Cost 28,602.50$        

Engineering, Admininstration and Contingencies (25%) 7,150.63$           

Estimated Project Total from 7th St SW to Existing 24" HDPE Storm Sewer 35,753.13$        

Segment C - Proposed work includes replacing existing 24" HDPE with 30" RCP Storm Sewer 

BID NO. ITEM

TOTAL 

QTY UNIT UNIT PRICE TOTAL COST

1 Mobilization 1 LS 1,500.00$         1,500.00$           

2 Clearing and Grubbing 1 LS 500.00$            500.00$              

3 Common Borrow 60 Cu Yd 19.50$              1,170.00$           

4 Connect to Existing Storm Sewer 1 Each 750.00$            750.00$              

5 F&I 30" RC Apron with Safety Grate 1 Each 2,850.00$         2,850.00$           

6 30" RC  Pipe Sewer Des 3006 CL III 200 Lin Ft 105.00$            21,000.00$        

7 F&I Rip Rap Class III 18 Cu Yd 65.00$              1,170.00$           

8 Silt Fence, Type Heavy Duty 240 Lin Ft 2.75$                660.00$              

9 Seed / Mulch 0.25 Acre 2,500.00$         625.00$              

10 Erosion Control Blanket 555 Sq Yd 2.25$                1,248.75$           

11 Erosion Control Supervisor 1 LS 1,500.00$         1,500.00$           

Total Estimated Construction Cost 32,973.75$        

Engineering, Admininstration and Contingencies (25%) 8,243.44$           

Estimated Project Total to Replace Existing 24" HDPE with 30" RCP Storm Sewer 41,217.19$        

Estimated Project Total South of 7th Street SW 76,970.31$        
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MEMORANDUM 

TO: PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE 

FROM: JOEL YOUNG, CITY CLERK 

SUBJECT: STREET EXCAVATION COST ASSESSMENT 

DATE: 11/1/21 

CC:  

Request: Determine if homeowners should be responsible for street repairs resulting from 
repairing/replacing a sewer or water service line. 

Background: As part of developing the annual Fee Ordinance, it was noted that the 
cost of repairing a street can be as much as $4,000 each occurrence.  Some years ago, the City 
started charging the party who was responsible for cutting into the street an amount that was 
equal to the street repair cost.  At the time that practice started, the cost of those repairs was 
rather minimal, in the range of $250 or so.  Since that time, of course, the cost has increased 
dramatically.  Now that the cost is as significant as it is, the Committee might want to think about 
treating homeowners differently from a private utility company that excavates the street.  The 
Committee might want to think about exempting residential property owners from this fee since 
those property owners are already burdened with the cost associated with the water or sewer 
line repair.  Sharing the cost of repairing the street in a situation like this might be one of the 
benefits of being part of a community system.  One other thought would be to have the water 
and/or sewer fund pay the general fund for this cost, so the general fund is not saddled with these 
costs.  





































 
September 24, 2021 

Craig Britton, City Engineer 
Chatfield Municipal Building 
21 Second Street SE 
Chatfield MN, 55923 
 
Re:     Proposal for Traffic Engineering Services – Twiford Street Traffic Review, 

Chatfield, MN 
  
Dear Mr. Britton,  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to present this proposal to review, analyze, and document the 
traffic demand on Twiford St NW between Division St NW and 3rd St SW.  This review will 
include documentation of the traffic demand at the Dollar General Store and its impact to 
existing conditions on Twiford St NW.  The analysis will establish a traffic model for testing the 
impact of future residential development on the Twiford St NW operating conditions.  Based on 
our experience with these types of studies, we propose the following scope of services. 
 
Study Area will include the Twister St NW, Main St NW, Division St NW, and 3rd St SW 
roadways and the following intersections: 

 Twiford St NW and Division St NW 
 Twiford St NW and Dollar General Access 
 Twiford St NW and Spring St SW 
 Twiford St NW and 1st St SW 
 Twiford St NW and 3rd St SW 
 Main St N and Division St NW 
 Main St N and Dollar General Access 
 Main St N and Spring St SW 
 Main St S and 1st St SW 
 Main St S and 3rd St SW 

 
1) SSTS will collect existing weekday AM and PM peak period turning movement traffic 

counts at the following intersections: 

 Twiford St NW and Division St NW 
 Twiford St NW and Dollar General Access 
 Twiford St NW and Spring St SW 
 Twiford St NW and 1st St SW 
 Twiford St NW and 3rd St SW 
 Main St N and Division St NW 
 Main St N and Dollar General Access 
 Main St N and Spring St SW 
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 Main St S and 1st St SW 
 Main St S and 3rd St SW 

2) Review the traffic demand at Dollar General and establish conditions on Twiford St NW with 
and without the store.   
 

3) Establish a traffic operational model reflecting the existing traffic conditions using the latest 
version of Synchro/SimTraffic software.  The model will serve as a basis for comparison 
with the future Build conditions. 

 
4) Prepare a traffic report detailing the methodology and the findings suitable for submission to 

the City of Chatfield for their approval. 
 
The lump sum fee for preparing this traffic study is $8,100 due upon receipt of the draft study.  If 
meeting attendance is required (virtual or in-person), it will be provided separately at $250 virtual 
or $800 in-person per approved meeting (includes preparation, travel time, and attendance) and 
additional milage costs (if needed).  It is anticipated this project will require 4 weeks to conduct, 
assuming a October 4, 2021 start. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
SSTS, LLC    City of Chatfield (Authorized signer) 

           
              
Vernon Swing, PE   Signature    Date 
Owner/CFO 
   
              

Printed Name    Title 
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